
 Welcome back to the new term, we are very much looking forward to 
continuing your child’s educational journey with them. 
  
We do ask that your child comes into school ready for the day by 
ensuring they have the items they need on a daily basis: 
- Reading book  
- Home School Diary 
- Full PE kit 
- Wellies to stay in school 
- Appropriate clothing- we are an outdoor school so will be  

going outside in all weathers. 
- Care bag (a separate letter will go home with equipment 

needed for this) 
 

We will have opportunities to meet at Parent Evenings and then again at 
the EHCP reviews. These are great opportunities to discuss your child at 
length to ensure we are all working together to meet the needs of your 
child in the best possible way. 

 

 

                                                                                                 

Thriftwood School 

 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Autumn Term 2024 
    Secrets and Spies    

Middle School 
Jay, Rook, Swift, Magpie 

and Crow  
 

Educate, Challenge, Prepare 



 

                                                                 

  

  

 

 

Music and Drama 

• Middle/Upper School assembly 
singing 

• Whole school Winter production 

• Exploring and creating spy profiles 

• Hot seating 

• Reenactment 

• WW2 music 
 

 

Food Technology 
  

Skills: cutting, grating, arranging toppings/fillings, 
spreading, weighing/measuring, mixing, pouring, flipping, 
whisking, frying, mashing, boiling/ simmering, dividing, 
forming and shaping, baking, rolling out, cutting out, 
spooning, folding. 

Topic: Secrets and Spies (World War 2) 

• Map work – which countries were involved in WW2? 

• Evacuation 

• WW2 homes 

• Code breaking 

• Propaganda  

• Rationing 

• ‘Make do and mend’ Christmas 

RE and PSHCE 

• Understanding the 
Thriftwood Code 

• All About Me 

• Zones of Regulation 

• Judaism 

• The Christmas Story 

 

 

 

ART & DT 

Year 7: Making spy disguises 

Year 8: Making Anderson Shelters 

Using sketchbooks, experimenting with a wide 

range of drawing implements and materials, 

understanding an awareness of 3D drawing, 

painting, batik techniques, overlapping and 

layering, using recycled, natural and man‐made 

materials to create sculptures. 

 

  

 

Computing 

Year 7 and 8 will be learning how to use a 

variety of sources to search for information, 

this will include websites, films and 

podcasts. They will consider how to select 

specific and relevant information and use 

menu functions on different devices. They 

will also explore how to manage online 

information safely, how to ensure that their 

online reputation is positive and how to 

seek help when needed. 

Literacy:  
Year 7: Anne Frank, Usborne Spy’s Handbook 
Year 8: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
 

Numeracy: 
Place value, number, number bonds, time, money 
and measure (weight) 
 

Science:  
Year 7: Skeletons, digestive system, diet, exercise, 
circulatory system.    
Year 8: Living things and their habitats, classifying 
animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

Year 7 and 8 will be focussing on developing hand-

eye coordination, spatial awareness and teamwork 

skills. 

Year 8 will be swimming once a week in the Autumn 

term. 

 

Forest School 

Year 7 will all take part (1 term each) 

• Jay: Autumn Term 

• Rook: Spring Term 

• Swift: Summer Term 
Year 8 will both take part (1 ½ term each) 

• Magpie: Autumn Term until February half term 

• Crow: February half term until end of year 
 

 Trips and Visits 

• Duxford Imperial War Museum 

• Oaklands Museum (Chelmsford) 

• Parks 

• Galleywood Market 

• Garden Centres 



                                       Fundamentals for the Future   During the Autumn term we will be focusing on developing the following fundamental skills: 


